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0.
LflvERINO OF WATER RATES IS

VICTORY AFTER LONG CAMPAIGN

Chamber of Commerce Worked
for Reduction of Charges

to Shipping

Announcement in the Star-Bulleti- n

yesterday that water rates both (to
shipping in the harbor and to indivi-
dual contumer in the city are to -- he
lowered, means Utat a long and strenu-
ous campaign on the part of business
interests and the press has been iuc
cfisaful, ' and : that the beginning of a
steady reduction of water charges Is 4n
sight ,

The harbor commissioners, the gov-

ernor,; the superintendent of public
works, (the commercial bodies ana the
newt papers have been advocating the
lowering of rates for many months.
It waXannounced by the governor yes-
terday that the 'rates will be material-
ly reduced for Bhips beginning January
1; and a- - per thousand gallons
reduction has already been madeito
city consumers. ; C).' '

Superintendent oil. lubllc .iWorks
Campbell, who Is also! chairman of-th- e

harbor commlstion; says that the in-

stallation of "the water, meters Is re-

sponsible for the ability of ithe water
worlcsto cut Its charges to consumers,
and believes that, as more meters are
installed, the reduction can be con-
tinued. ;

; The long campaign for lower rates
i emphasized by correspondence of
the chamber of commerce on jthe sub-
ject' Below, are published first ,a let-ti- tr

from Da vies k; Co-age-
nts, for the

Canadian-Australia-n line, to the cham-
ber of commerce, second letter from
Davies & Co. to the harbor commis-sip- n

:ind third ,the Report of the har-boT-S,

chipping and transportation, com-
mittee j of the chamber to the cham-
ber's president and trustees, as long
ago as last March, , wherein .the . ex-

orbitant charges were scored and tne
rapid "installation of as meter system
advocated.? l: '"

4 iHONOiiriLTX .T.m.fdcS 221924.
The president The Chamber ot; Com- -

iVmerce'tHonoiuiu;;;;; r.i; r

Dear Sjr.--- We beg leave to hand you
nrwitn .a popy 01 a' leuer. wmco . we
have addressed to the ; Harbor Com-

missioners on " the subject : of water
rates charged to steamers visiting this
Port ' :.y U r' --y- i'vi.On enquiryIwe !, are informed! that
Honolulu .consumers are charged Vic.
per 1000 gallons for their water,- - Most
ve&se's are charged an advance on this
price of 1 2.42 per 1000 gallons, or
12.50 per ; 10OO ) gallons. We under-
stand that certain favored Yeisels re-

ceive water at less than that , figure,
but the charge is in a general way
that 'which, is made to all'forelgn ves-
sels visiting this Port

At 'a time when bo: much ' is said
about Honolulu becoming a port call
for vessels - needing coal, water and
supplies. It does not seem inopportune
fcr. us to suggest to the Chamber of
Commerce that; it shall use every ef-

fort (to have the harbor expenses fixed
on a, reasonable basis,' so that the as-

surance can be given to shipowners
that vesielsrcan make use "of this Port
without fear of having to pay; zbsnrd
prices for - either 1 aecommodation or
supplies.

charge for

celve" the early of
Chamber,'

We are, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Theo. H. Davies Co. Ltd.,
SWANZY,

Managing Director.
To Harbor Commission.

T. H., Oct 1912.

Marston Campbell, Esq,, Chairman,
Board of Harbor Commissioners,
Honolulu, T. H.

Sir: We beg leave to submit for the
consideration of your Board the high
charge for water whicn the steamers
visiting this port are obliged to pay.

For such water as the Government
can supply through its water tystem
a charge is made; to the Canadian-Australia-n

Royal MaU Line of c per
gallon ?2.50 per thousand gallons.

When ,the Government system is un-
equal to demand on it recourse
has to be taken to the Water Boats
cf private concerns, who charge c,
or S7.50 per 1000 gallons.

When the "Zealandis" was last in
pert the Government was unable to de-

liver more than 43,309 gallons in the
time the!vessel was In port say 6

hours or at the rate oX 660 gallons per
it

so account

therefore gallons,
which cott $542.97 of 5.36c per gallon
or 1536 per 100 gallons.

It would seem to make
comment on a charge; it is

so obviously out of all In ex
planation of this we can

this

the. same rate as to any other con-
sumer, plus the extra cost of making
delivery. It is estimated, that the
actual cost of delivering water to
ships at Honolulu is about 25c. per M.
gallons, which would compare favor
ably with other Pacific Ocean ports.

The one great difficulty in reduc
ing the rates at this time la the ser
ious diminution in revenue which
would result to the water works
sewer system

In connection we submit
with statement kindly furnished us
by the Superintendent of
Words, from which you .will note that
or the si50,ow approximately receiv
ed for water during the year ending
December 31, 1911, $34,800 came from
shipping, ,or over 23 per cent 'al
though the total amount of water

to ships would not amount
to over a day's suppl to the city in

The same statement shows
that taking water and sewer rates to
gether, there was a surplus of $3,
712.82 after deducting expenses. In
terest on bonds and sinking fund
After the balance of the of
new bonds is expended.' the Depart'
ment estimates that there will be a"

yearly, of 111,000 on pre
Lour consequently was necessary ent basis.

here

One of reasons given
to take water from a Barge and 57,960 for this deficit ..is the reduction In
grillons were taken.' The total water sewer receipts on" of the re:
taken by the "Zealandia" on that oc- - duction bf rates nade by the last
casion was

superfluous
any such

reason.
charge only

Public

the

Legislature.
An investigation of the rates charg

ed for water in the principal cities of
the United States shows that the

base rate of 7Hc per M. gal--
lens is very low. For, instance, v in
California the San Francisco rate is

state to the Steamship Company 23c.v Oakland 23c,, Santa Barbara 25c,
simple facts, which are that even at Stockton 25c and Los Angeles lOc,
Ji.50 per 1000 gallons the Government all on meter basia as compared with
cannot supply steamers .visiting this fur flat .rate based tm 7Vic It will
nnrf nrfth nmtAr nniMo rhv mh stnv be remembered that the climatic con--

long enough to take it at tne rate at ditions prevailing in California pities
which the Government can furnish it, f e niuca, ustuul loure, irriga-vhir- h

tn th mm nr thA -- aianrtfa" tlon for lawns, eta, than Is necessary
above quoted would be afpproxlmateiy Sfrf-,- - : committee fully realizes
15 hours

"-- 'i ft that a climate .such-a- s ours- - water
;We singly represent fit that the P08'

Government should without delay get p,u,f 8 "T. w"u u. e
to increase in theously opposed anyits water system so arranged nat it

can delived TliiUng vessels suciir se"teen
water as thev require within a reason- - 5f PurPse ?X ?te:thxrt.to
able J time,' and 'secondly, that;. the snipping.. ;r ki
charge for' such water be' reduced to --Under existing., conditions we j be
say one-tent-h. of 'the : present rate., ?leve the remedy Is

; jWe are,, Sir, j VTo check large waste in the
".. I T; Your --obedient Bervantsr use of watet which is known to exist

Thex PUJDavies & Col Ltd. under the-pres-ent aystemi and..
1. 1 :. TV trat nnct it tallvap

''iJ' ?w vri V7u ing water down to the lowest possible
To the Presidentand Trustees of the I.rA. ani, ,aw RHr, artnai th

Honolulu Chamber of Commerce.: v i
,TZ ujtsia ui laies tu. tuusniuern. v.

uentiemen: uompiving wun your nu oro inrArm ra.nf invo.
requesti your; Committee on iBarbors, ugit by the : Pnbllc Works,: andShipping and .Transportation has had an extensive study- - by the Sanla .conference with? the Board of Har- - t ary, Commission, shp wed conclusively
bor. Commissioners; on ahe subject of (hat anlenqrmous amount of water israte on w-ate- r. furnished to vessela at Pctualiy wasted after the Territory
this port r--5 f y has .paid for its delivery.' Further.
XThe present rate to vessels Is $2.50 more, the Territory is again called
per M. gallons, 'IX certainly ex-- ;to pump the greater part' of this same
crbltant; especially when compared water out of the Sewers." :While;we
with the rate of ?Vfcc to city consum- - have no definite estimates or fg-cr- s.

-- This rate has been In force ever ures on the subject, we, believe that
since the Honolulu Water Works sys-- if the expense of supplying and get-ter- n,

was' constructed and of course ting rid of the large of water
was .originally? Imposed under condl- - wasted could eliminated,
tlons very different from those exist- - the rate" to vessels could be placed on
ing at the present time. It has, how-- a reasonable basis without increasing
ever, heen the subject of continual the cost of watento the general con-compla- int

and dissatisfaction on .the sum er. This can only be accomp
part of ship owners and masiers who Hghed by. the extension of the meter
make Honolulu a port of call. system as rapidly, as possible, so that
y The Sari Francisco rate Is on a slid each consumer will pay for the water
ing scale; basis, varying from about he gets,, whether he uses it properly
67c per M; gallons for the'first. 2,000 ".pr. SsX'X''' V:Vcubic feet down to .? 32cr ror :. any , We understand that funds 9ill
amount in excess of 70,000. cubic feet, available for installing meters about
or 523,636 U. S gallons. This makes August; "lit when" the balance of the

it I. nwi. ),ot fnr tha ttm for a vessel taung, say 55,-- bond, money becomes available, Un
nf trallons 000 Mns, about 43c per K. gallons, till something can be done to remedy

c??enatira?0
will be that all other ltems are SkAL !ySttm we do n? hZ ISWj?at Suva. At to shipping can.iv htfh wni not
nH DonuSrorti or racoma. Washington, we are told present high figure. , v

sTent stea the rate ia only ?10 for each ves 0a the line of general policy. We

orW wnere vesLls Me , of the amount sup-- would, submit ; follow,
ling recommendaUons:

Uk? the?r
wav tnmllhen " is therefore evident that our rate i. That the rate on .water supplied

thm rhrM htrtTtnit we do not is exceedingly unjust, so much so that to vessels at Honolulu be reduced as
anVaucn norts where 1 0ne of the ,are transportation com- - rapidly as the finances of the waterSwJf 8erious worka aml sewer department wiU per.

HcnoS certXlv ?re U tion making other arrangements here mit, to a figure representing, the rate
MmnBS'-t- lt9 water supply' Unlesa a very to the eneral consumer, plus cost of

2L-52S- ?Kltth!5eKf.hL material reducUon is made. The ex-- delivery. - ' I
Tl i::::. is

" JT"; V "J In Ho cesslve charge for water was given 2. That the Superintendent of Pub- -

nolulu.
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for one of the reasons why,the cable He Works be urged to check the
ship "Restorer" ceased to make her waste of water in Honolulu by the

Trusting that matter will re--; headquarters at Honolulu

HONOLULU,'

and

deficit

aMnal

of the meter system as rai
In view of the important part which idly as possible.

it is hoped that this port may play In 3 That the meter rateg to
the future development of Pacific ers be at all times the very lowest
Ocean the harbor condi- - which can be made under eco- -
tions and port charges in general nomiCal , and efficient v mahagement,
should be such, as wUl tend to attract after paying expenses, maintenance,
shipping rather than to drive it away. Merest on bonds and necessary ex-W- e

can see no valid reason why water tensions of Che water works system,
should. not, be. supplied to vessels at jn other words, that the waterworks

am
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therefore

extension

commerce,

S and sewer -- system be made self-su-s

taining on the most economical basis
and without profit to the government

Respectfully submitted,
E. E. PAXTON,

Chairman;
E. D. TENEY,
E. H. WODEHOUSE.

Committee on Harbors, Shipping
and Transportation.

The Duchess of Portland is urging
through the newspapers of, London
the abolition of cigarette-smokin- g and
aigrette-wearin- g.
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BUT THE QUALITY OF THE BEEP WE HANDLE" REMAINS

AT THE HIGHEST STANDARD. IT, CANNOT BE XUPROV- -
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THE HIGHEST STANDARD OF WORK MAINTAINED IN ALL DE--.
' , . 'PARTMENTS. - -
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